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Introduction

cores from lakes with high depositional rates. Benson et al,

(2002) published a 7600-ycar record of 6°%0 of endogenic f ®
In westem North America, periods of extended drought cabonates and magnetic susceptibility from Pyramid Lake, ‘0
Bave significant effects on human populaticas. Evidence for Nevada
fecurret droughts that may have lsied a century or konger

multicentennial droughts in the northem Sierra Nevada. In

comes from submenged stumps found in lakes along the this paper, we present a high-resolution pollen record recon-
Sokem Sicrm Nevads Range (Harding, 1935, 1965, Lin. structed from the same cores that documents vegetation
stbm, 1990; Stinc, 1990). On shorter time scales, rivec i change associated with persistent drought in the Holocene.
from tree-ring widths indicates periods of as Pyramid Lake (1160 m surface elevation) is o closed-basin

S 38 S0 consecutive years when annunl naeff of the  lake located in the rainshadow of the Sierra Nevada (Fig. 1),
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